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BOOK REVIEW
by Jean-Louis Emmenegger

Le OLIMPIADI raccontano la Storia attraverso le
immagini filateliche (The Olympics story told through
philatelic images) by Giuseppe Barion (author and
publisher). Introduction by Maurizio Tecardi. In Italian,
full color, 395 pages. €20 + postage. Order from the
author, Mr. Giuseppe Barion, V. Navene Vecchia 150, I –
37018 Malcesine, Italy; email: gbrn38@alice.it

Olympic stamp collectors are quite familiar with the
various philatelic catalogs currently in print which list
Olympic stamps in chronological order for each Olym-
pic Games. A new “book” published by Giuseppe Barion
takes a different – and very original – approach.

First, the author uses pages he mounted himself for
his own Olympic collection to “build” his book. Thus,
the reader will see each page of the collection repro-
duced complete with not only stamps, but covers, postal
stationery, postmarks, etc. Comments are kept to a
minimum as is the standard for competitive exhibiting.
In essence, the book contains all the material that
makes for a “good” collection!

The book is divided into four chapters: I - The
Ancient Games of Greece; II - The Awakening (the
social, cultural and technological transformations that
took place in the XIXth century; III - Pierre de Coubertin;
IV - The Olympic Games of the Modern Era (from the
1896 Athens Games to the London 2012 Games).

The fourth chapter, comprising some 320 pages, is
clearly the most important part.

The second interesting approach taken by the
author is that he includes general information on the
political events in which the Olympic Games took place.
Where appropriate, the political situations, wars, peace
treaties, political leaders and heads of state at the time
are presented both thematically and philatelically on his

pages. This background provides the reader
with a better understanding of the interna-
tional political environment of the period.

I would enthusiastically recommend this
book to all Olympic collectors. Not only is it
an excellent historical record of the IOC and
the Olympic Games, but it also presents
some of the more interesting philatelic items
related to the Olympic Games included in his
personal Olympic collection.

In summary, Giuseppe Barion proves that
it is unnecessary for a collector to own the
most rare Olympic stamps and covers in
order to build an interesting and historically
relevant philatelic collection on the Olympic
Games.

At left is a page (only the top half is shown)
talking about World War II as a backdrop to
the 1948 London Olympic Games.


